
Books Phonic Phase Expected Progression

Phase 2 Little Wandle

Phase 3 Little Wandle

Phase 4 Little Wandle

Phase 5 Little Wandle

YR reading practice books

YR reading practice books

YR &Y1 reading practice books

Y1 reading practice books

Progression in Reading
Little Wandle to 

Colour Banded Books

Year R & Year 1

Little Wandle 
Letters and Sounds

Revised 
Books

Years 2 - 6
When children have completed Little Wandle Phase 5, and their assessment demonstrates this, their class teacher will use

the Oxford Reading Scheme assessment guide to determine the most appropriate colour band for each child. This may not
be Purple Band as some children may be ready to read books at a higher colour level. 

Any child from Years 2-6 assessed as having gaps in their phonics knowledge (identified using Little Wandle assessments)
will continue to use books from the Little Wandle Scheme, or from the Little Wandle Rapid Catch-up 7+ series, until they are
ready to access the colour band scheme. Please remember that all children progress at different stages and that no matter

what stage they are at in their reading journey, we aim to develop a love of reading that will last for life.
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Book Band Level Colour Expected progression through bands

Year 2

Year 2 

Year 3

Years 3 - 4

Years 3 - 5

Years 3 - 6

Years 4 - 6

Years 5 - 6

Year 6

*ARE - Age Related Expectation


