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Covid-19 Update                           

We are sure you are aware now that 

the Government has decided that 

schools will close during the half term 

break and will not open to provide 

childcare for critical worker families. I 

feel that this is the right decision for 

our staff as they are working flat out 

trying to facilitate accessible remote 

learning and teach those children who 

are still attending school.  The Prime 

Minister has put a date on a staggered 

return to school, 8th March,      

however this very much does depend 

on infection rates and so a return to 

school may not happen as smoothly as 

he would like.  Staff at school have 

now started twice weekly Lateral Flow 

tests so that we can be aware of     

anyone with the virus and is          

asymptomatic and take necessary    

action.  If we rewind a year I would 

never have thought I would be training 

all staff on this kind of procedure via a 

Zoom call!                                         

I know from talking to parents and 

staff this week that this lockdown is 

now taking its toll in many ways and 

we are all struggling at times.  It must 

be so hard for you to motivate your 

children to engage in their learning 

with you at home and do all the other 

jobs that you have to get done – I 

know I could not have managed it 

when my girls were younger!  I am 

sure your children are missing their 

friends, which is why the Monday 

zoom calls are so important.  At 

least we have finally got to the end of 

January, which has seemed about 60 

days long and we can look forward to  
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spring and lighter days. I for one,     

really want all the children back in 

school, but absolutely not until it is 

safe to do so for the sake of everyone 

in our Northwood community.           

I cannot thank you enough for your 

support during this time and for all 

your positive feedback on our remote 

provision.  As I said in the letter at the 

beginning of the week, we are still 

here for you and please phone for a 

chat if you need to.  

Mrs Brinton                                     

It is with great sadness that we let you 

know that Mrs Brinton passed away 

earlier this month.  Mrs Brinton was a 

volunteer here at Northwood for 

many, many years.  Once a week 

come rain or shine she gave us a 

morning of her time supporting     

children in the upper years of the 

school.  We know that there are    

parents of children here now who will 

remember her from their time in 

school.  She was volunteering with us 

right up until the first Lockdown back 

in March of last year so we didn’t even 

get to say a proper Northwood 

Goodbye.  We send our sincerest 

condolences to her daughters, grand-

children and all of her family.  We will 

miss you Mrs Brinton. 

PTA                                             

We hope that you are keeping up 

with all of the activities that the PTA 

are putting together for both children 

and adults.  They really are amazing 

and not letting a pandemic get in the 

way of adding some fun to get         

involved with.  Thank you so much to 

the PTA Team.  You are fabulous! 

Each 

and 

every 

Northwood 
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child  
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Thank You! 

We are so very grateful to two   

local companies -  Wightbyte   

Computers and AbiggerFish.co.uk        

Ian from Wightbyte has been wiping 

and updating unwanted laptops and 

has sent some to our school.                                                                                                 

Lyn from A Bigger Fish has            

purchased and donated two brand 

new tablets.                                                          

Such generous gestures during 

these very challenging times.   

 

Remote Learning Eye Care           

Digital devices such as laptops and 

tablets are important tools for        

education, giving children access to 

endless amounts of information and 

resources. Unfortunately, extended use 

of digital screens, without taking con-

sistent breaks or the correct adjust-

ments, could impact your child’s eyes, 

causing eye strain, soreness and may 

even contribute to the development or 

progression of short sight (myopia). 

Follow the 20:20:20 rule 

The 20:20:20 rule is simple. It means 

your child should look away from their 

screen every 20 minutes, and look at 

something 20 feet away, for at least 

20 seconds. You should encourage 

your child to follow this rule as it will 

relax their eye muscles and help to 

reduce the risk of many symptoms of 

digital eye strain.(Specsavers)             

More advice can be found at  

https://www.specsavers.co.uk/

childrens-eyecare/screen-time-for-

kids-impacts-and-advice 

 

Eye Yoga                             

https://www.yoremikids.com/news/

eye-yoga-for-eyesight-exercises  

More exercises to relieve screen 

tired eyes at the above website. 

  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

January Birthdays               

Another  Virtual Big Sharing     

Assembly - enjoy blowing out 

those virtual candles everyone!               

Apple Tree - No January birthdays 

                                        
Cherry Tree - 6 years old -  Paige, 

Bowen, Barnaby, Harry and Emily     

Willow Tree - 7 years old - Bene 

and Aliza                                

Elm Team - 8 years old - Autumn 

Beech Team - 9 years old - Elise 

Sycamore Team - 10 years old - 

Joseph, Jude, Lilly, Blossom and 

Bella-Marie                                  

Oak Team - 11 years old - Elise, 

Joe E and Tallulah       

A Very Happy Birthday to each 

and every one of you!   

We hope that you all enjoy your 

special day - you all deserve the 

best! 

 

 
           

 

We hope that 

you are        

enjoying the 

home           

activities.   

 

Join in on             

Facebook or 

Classlist. 
 

 

If your child is unwell and  

unable to come into school, please 

contact the office by 9.30am.   

Telephone 293392 or email  

office@northwoodpri.co.uk 


