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Half - term!                                    

We have finally arrived at February 

half term we all deserve a break from 

school in one way or another. Thank 

you for all you have done with the  

remote learning we have provided; we 

are in awe of how you are managing it 

all! Thank you also to the PTA who 

have been busy keeping everyone’s 

spirits up with their games and        

activities.  Also, a huge thank you to 

the staff who have just taken in their 

stride this new way of working and all 

the stresses that it brings, including 

our new testing routine!  COVID-19 

made its appearance a year ago and I 

am sure that there were very few of 

us who thought it would still be      

affecting us so deeply all this time    

later. However, we have all adapted 

and made the best of the situation we 

are in, especially the children who 

have been amazing.  

Return to School                          

As yet we are none the wiser about 

when this may  happen, all we know is 

that the PM will give us our ‘road map’ 

on the 22nd February in a government 

briefing. We will not be told anything 

prior to this. It might be a staggered 

return, it might just be secondary 

schools in the first instance, we really 

don’t know at this stage. As soon as 

we know and have made the relevant 

plans, written another risk assessment 

and briefed all staff we will of course 

be in touch with you.  One thing we 

feel very strongly about when we have 

a full return to school is that the    

children are not going to be labelled 

with this whole idea of ‘catch up’ or 

made to feel that they are not where  
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they should be in terms of their      

education. It is so sad that we are   

getting children telling us that they are 

worried that they are ‘falling behind’ 

and in some way that makes them not 

good enough.  All children up and 

down the country, are in the same  

position and so they are not behind.  

We will not be narrowing our curric-

ulum just to teach maths and literacy 

on their return to school, as those 

things will be taught when the time is 

right. The children have missed out on 

creativity, school trips, social activities 

and team work. They have not had 

the chance to do any drama or singing 

with friends or to solve problems in 

Science or DT. These are the learning 

experiences that will support their   

development in all subjects and this is 

what the curriculum will look like at 

Northwood on our return.   Every 

one of our pupils can still be whatever 

they want to be! 

Wellbeing Wednesdays                   

After half term we are introducing the 

idea of wellbeing Wednesdays – this 

will be every Wednesday afternoon 

when the children will get a well-

deserved break from their screens 

and set school work.  This is a time 

for them to curl up with a good book, 

do some drawing, bake cakes, go for a 

walk or a bike ride, play in the garden 

or build themselves a den! Anything 

they choose that will be entertaining 

for them and for you.  We would love 

to see photos of what you get up to, 

please send them to your class    

teachers. If a Wednesday afternoon 

doesn’t fit in with your working 

schedule, feel free to choose another 

time.  

 

Each 

and 

every 

Northwood 

Primary 

School 

child  
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Captain Sir Tom Moore 

Thank you to all of you who have 

sent in pictures of your representa-

tions of this amazing gentleman –

please keep them coming in. We will 

put them all up on Facebook for 

you to see as soon as we can. 

 

Online Safety - YouTube         

Restricted Mode 

YouTube is the largest and most    

popular video sharing service in the 

world with over 1 billion users. 

YouTube uses a set of 'common-sense 

rules’ – their Community Guidelines – 

to help content creators determine 

what is and isn’t appropriate to post. 

The Community Guidelines include 

guides on nudity or sexual content, 

hateful content, harmful or dangerous 

content and violent or graphic       

content. 

Whilst YouTube works hard to ensure 

all videos meet their Community 

Guidelines, due to the high volume of 

content uploaded to the site each day, 

there is a risk that some videos will 

break these guidelines and still be 

available to view. Additionally, just    

because something is acceptable    

under the guidelines, doesn’t mean it’s 

automatically appropriate for users of 

all ages. 

Restricted Mode is an additional 

setting which can be enabled on the 

YouTube website and app. If enabled it 

restricts the availability of potentially 

mature or objectionable content.  

Restricted Mode can be turned on by: 

Going to the account icon in the top 

right corner on the YouTube site or 

app. 

Toggling Restricted Mode to the ‘on’ 

option. 

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/

blog/parent%E2%80%99s-guide-

youtube-restricted-mode 

 

 

  
 

 

February Birthdays              

Our 11th Virtual Big Sharing       

Assembly!                              

Apple Tree - 5 years old -  Just 

Hunter celebrating in YR              

Cherry Tree - 6 years old -       

Greta, Beau, Ffion and Jack      

Willow Tree - 7 years old -  

Noah, Evan and Emilia             

Elm Team - 8 years old - Teddy, 

Fin and Olly 

Beech Team - 9 years old -      

Poppy S is the only one           

celebrating in Y4                     

Sycamore Team - 10 years old 

- and just Chloe reaching double 

digits in Y5                            

Oak Team - 11 years old -       

Noah and Saskia                        

A Very Happy Birthday to each 

and every one of you!   

 

 
           

 

Happy  

Half Term! 

 

Join in with 

the fun chal-

lenges and   

activities on             

Facebook or 

Classlist. 

 

If your child is unwell and  

unable to come into school, please 

contact the office by 9.30am.   

Telephone 293392 or email  

office@northwoodpri.co.uk 


