FILTERING OF CAUTIONS AND CONVICTIONS
This document provides guidance on the convictions which do not need to be
declared on your application form. Please read carefully before answering this
question. Further information is available from:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/disclosure-and-barring-service
The filtering rules (which remove certain old and minor convictions and cautions, reprimands
and warnings from a DBS Certificate) were developed by the Home Office and the Ministry
of Justice and introduced with new legislation:
The legislation is:
• Police Act 1997 (Criminal Record Certificates: Relevant Matters) (Amendment)
(England and Wales) Order 2013
• Rehabilitation of Offenders Act 1974 (Exceptions) Order 1975 (Amendment) (England
and Wales) Order 2013.
The Filtering Rules.
For those 18 or over at the time of the offence:
An adult conviction will be removed from a DBS Certificate if,
• 11 years have elapsed since the date of conviction; and
• it is the person’s only offence, and
• it did not result in a custodial sentence.
Even then, it will only be removed if it does not appear on the range of offences which will
never be removed from a certificate, which include serious sexual and violent offences. (see
Exceptions to the Rules). If a person has more than one offence, then details of all their
convictions will always be included.
An adult caution will be removed after six years have elapsed since the date of the caution
– and if it does not appear on the list of offences relevant to safeguarding.
For those under 18 at the time of the offence:
For convictions, the same rules apply as for adult convictions, except that the elapsed time
period is five and a half years.
For cautions, the same rules apply as for adult cautions, except that the elapsed time period
is two years.
Exceptions to the Rules
Some offences will never be removed from a DBS Certificate. These include the most serious
sexual and violent offences. You can view this specified list of offences
www.gov.uk/government/publications/dbs-list-of-offences-that-will-never-befiltered-from-a-criminal-record-check
If you are unable to access the internet please contact the school who will be able to send
this information to you direct.

